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,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ 
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�� FRQWH[W 
�� FRPSDUH�6FULSWXUH�ZLWK�6FULSWXUH� 
�� OLWHUDO�JUDPPDWLFDO�KLVWRULFDO 
�� RQO\�RQH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ 
�� VDPH�DXWKRU 
�� FOHDU�YHUVHV�	�XQFOHDU�YHUVHV 
�� 7�%�'�6� 
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�� JHQUH 
��� SURJUHVVLYH�LOOXPLQDWLRQ 
��� GLVSHQVDWLRQDO�DSSURDFK 
��� KLVWRULFDO�RUWKRGR[�SRVLWLRQ 
��� SDUDEOHV 
��� DXGLHQFH 
��� FXOWXUDO�EDFNJURXQG 
��� DFFRPPRGDWLRQ 
��� W\SHV�RI�&KULVW� 
��� ZHLJKW�RI�WKH�GRFWULQH� 
��� P\VWHULHV 
��� GHYRWLRQDO� 

 
 
3ULQFLSOH�����1RQ-&RQWUDGLFWLRQ��QR�6FULSWXUH�
FRQWUDGLFWV�DQ\�RWKHU�SRUWLRQ�RI�6FULSWXUH� 
7KH�:RUG�RI�*RG�KDV�QRW�RQH�VWDWHPHQW�RU�YHUVH�ZKLFK�
DEURJDWHV�RU�FRQWUDGLFWV�DQ\�RWKHU�YHUVH� 
1R�SDUW�RI�WKH�%LEOH�PD\�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�VR�DV�WR�FRXQWHUPDQG�
DQRWKHU�SDUW�RI�WKH�%LEOH� �7KH�&KULVWLDQ�SUHVXSSRVHV�WKH�
LQHUUDQF\�DQG�KDUPRQ\�RI�6FULSWXUH�DV�QHFHVVDU\� 3URSHU�
DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�KHUPHQHXWLFDO�SULQFLSOHV�ZLOO�UHVROYH�DSSDUHQW�
FRQIOLFWV� � 
 
3ULQFLSOH����7KH�3ULQFLSOH�RI�&RQWH[W 
$OO�6FULSWXUH�KDQJV�WRJHWKHU��&RQWH[W�LQFOXGHV���EDVLF�
HOHPHQWV� 

D� VXUURXQGLQJ�SDUDJUDSKV��SUHFHGLQJ�DQG��
IROORZLQJ��>PD\�LQFOXGH�ORFDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ERRN�
DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�7HVWDPHQW@ 

E� WKH�VSHDNHU 
F� WKH�DXGLHQFH 
G� WKH�KLVWRULFDO�WLPH�SHULRG�>$EUDKDP"�0RVHV"�

NLQJV"�-HVXV"�&KXUFK"�)XWXUH"@  
 
3ULQFLSOH���� �&RPSDULQJ�6FULSWXUH�ZLWK�6FULSWXUH��������
 FOHDU�����YV��XQFOHDU������ 
 SDUWLDO��YV��FRPSOHWH������ 
 QHDU������YV��IDU��������>IXOILOOPHQWV�RI�SURSKHF\@� 
*RG�GLG�QRW�UHYHDO�DQ\�LPSRUWDQW�GRFWULQH�LQ�MXVW�D�VLQJOH��
DPELJXRXV�SDVVDJH� $OO�HVVHQWLDO�GRFWULQHV�DUH�IXOO\�DQG�
FOHDUO\�H[SODLQHG��KRZEHLW��VRPHWLPHV�UHTXLULQJ�PDQ\�KRXUV�
RI�FURVV-UHIHUHQFLQJ��:KHQ�HQJDJHG�LQ��WRSLFDO�%LEOH�VWXG\�
DQG�SUHDFKLQJ´�WKHUH�DUH�WKUHH�HVVHQWLDO�
UXOHV�
 � 
�� ���WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�WZR�SDVVDJHV�PXVW�EH�WKH�VDPH 
�� XQFOHDU�SDVVDJHV�DUH�DOZD\V�XQGHUVWRRG�LQ�WKH� 
�������OLJKW�RI�FOHDU�SDVVDJHV� 
������WKH�FORVHU�WKH�FURVV-UHIHUHQFH��WKH�EHWWHU 

D� VDPH�FKDSWHU 
E� VDPH�ERRN 
F� VDPH�DXWKRU��GLIIHUHQW�ERRN 
G� VDPH�WHVWDPHQW 
H� VDPH�FRQWH[W�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�WHVWDPHQW 

 

E\�3KLO�0\HUV��>������UHY�����@� 

 

 
3ULQFLSOH�����7KH�/LWHUDO-*UDPPDWLFDO-+LVWRULFDO�
6HQVH�3ULQFLSOH �>VRPHWLPHV�FDOOHG�WKH�&RPPRQ�6HQVH�
3ULQFLSOH@ 
:H�WDNH�WKH�%LEOH�DW�IDFH�YDOXH�� 
  
7KH�JROGHQ�UXOH�RI�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�LV��³:KHQ�WKH�SODLQ�VHQVH�RI�
WKH�6FULSWXUH�PDNHV�VHQVH��VHHN�QR�RWKHU�VHQVH�´�7KHUHIRUH��
WKH�ILUVW�VWHS�LV�WR�WDNH�HYHU\�ZRUG�DW�LWV�SULPDU\��SUHYDOHQW��
XVXDO�PHDQLQJ��³OLWHUDOO\��XQOHVV�WKH�FRQWH[W�FOHDUO\�PLWLJDWHV�
DJDLQVW�LW�´��    DQRQ� 
 
7KLV�LV�2FNKDP¶V�5D]RU��DPRQJ�FRPSHWLQJ�K\SRWKHVHV��WKH�
RQH�ZLWK�WKH�IHZHVW�DVVXPSWLRQV�WHQGV�WR�EH�SUHIHUUHG� � 
 
7KH�VWXG\�RI�GHILQLWLRQV��JUDPPDU��DQG�V\QWD[�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�
ODQJXDJHV�LV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�D�SURSHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�
6FULSWXUH��:H�FDQQRW�OLIW�VWDWHPHQWV�RII�D�SDJH�ZLWKRXW�
FDUHIXOO\�FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�ZKROH�VHQWHQFH��7KDW�ZRXOG�
GLVSDUDJLQJO\�EH�FDOOHG�³SURRI�WH[WLQJ´�>ILQGLQJ�DQ\�WH[W�DW�DOO�
WR�VXSSRUW�\RXU�HUURQHRXV�DVVXPSWLRQ�RU�ELDV@�� 
 
(YHQ�ILJXUHV�RI�VSHHFK�WKH�%LEOH�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�OLWHUDO�
PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�WKH�WH[W��WKXV�WKH�OLWHUDO�PHDQLQJ�LV�
IRXQGDWLRQDO�WR�DQ\�V\PEROLF�RU�DOOHJRULFDO�PHDQLQJ��WDNLQJ�
LQWR�DFFRXQW�FXOWXUDO�HOHPHQWV��PHWDSKRUHV��DQG�SDUDEOHV� 
 
3ULQFLSOH�����2QO\�2QH�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ�LV�&RUUHFW��
WKH�0HDQLQJ�V��*RG�KDG�LQ�PLQG� 
$SSOLFDWLRQV�PD\�EH�PDQ\�� 
(YHU\�YHUVH�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�KDV�RQO\�RQH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ—RQH�
PHDQLQJ���0DQ\�YHUVHV�PD\�KDYH�VHYHUDO�DSSOLFDWLRQV�WR�RXU�
GDLO\�OLYHV��7KH�RQH�FRUUHFW�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�V��LV�WKDW�ZKLFK�
PLUURUV�WKH�LQWHQW�RI�*RG�DQG�WKH�LQVSLUHG�ZULWHU��7KLV�
DXWRPDWLFDOO\�QHJDWHV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�DVN�³:KDW�GRHV�LW�
PHDQ�WR�PH"´ 
67$7(0(17��-RVHSK�LV�VROG�WR�(J\SW� 

PHDQLQJ��-RVHSK�LV�VROG�WR�(J\SW 
$33/,&$7,216�� 

· :H�FDQ�WUXVW�*RG�LQ�WRXJK�WLPHV� 
· (YHQ�SHRSOH�ZH�NQRZ�FDQ�EHWUD\�XV��GRQ¶W�EH�

VXUSULVHG� 
· 5HJDUGOHVV�RI�ZKDW�SHRSOH�LQWHQG��*RG�FDQ�

XVH�LW�IRU�+LV�JORU\� 
· -RH�GLGQ¶W�JULSH—QHLWKHU�VKRXOG�,� 

 
3ULQFLSOH�����7KH�6DPH�$XWKRU�3ULQFLSOH������ 
1RW�DOO�ZULWHUV�XVH�HYHU\�ZRUG�LQ�H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�DV�
RWKHU�ZULWHUV��H�J��³7KH�/DVW�7UXPSHW�´ 
D��0DWWKHZ¶V�ODVW�WUXPSHW�RFFXUV�DW�WKH�HQG�RI� 
������WKH�7ULEXODWLRQ�  0DWWKHZ������ 
E��3DXO¶V�ODVW�WUXPSHW�RFFXUV�DW�5DSWXUH��EHIRUH�WKH�7ULE��� 
�������   ,�&RU������ 
F��-RKQ¶V�ODVW�WUXPSHW�RFFXUV�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH� 
�������7ULEXODWLRQ  5HY������ 
 
:KHQ�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�DERXW�D�ZRUG�RU�SKUDVH��VHH�LI�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�
WKH�ERRN�XVHV�WKH�LGHQWLFDO�ZRUG�>LQ�*UHHN�RU�+HEUHZ�DV�
ZHOO�DV�(QJOLVK@�LQ�DQRWKHU�SODFH�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�FRQWH[W� 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$33(1',&(6 
$� ���3UHVXSSRVLWLRQV 
%� $SSOLFDWLRQV�RI�+HUP� 
&� 6RPH�9RFDE�'HILQLWLRQV 
'� ���&RPPRQ�0LVWDNHV 
(� :K\�:H�0DNH�0LVWDNHV 
)� ��(UUDQW�6FKRROV�RI�,QWHUS� 
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3ULQFLSOH����8QGHUVWDQG�WKH�8QFOHDU�9HUVHV�LQ�WKH�
/LJKW�RI�WKH�&OHDU�9HUVHV 
:KHQ�ZH�FRPH�WR�SDVVDJHV�ZKLFK�VHHP�WR�KDYH�PDQ\��
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV��LW�LV�LPSHUDWLYH�WR�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�FOHDU�WHDFKLQJV�
FRQFHUQLQJ�WKRVH�WRSLFV� 
� 
1R�LPSRUWDQW�GRFWULQH�VWDQGV�DORQH��:KHQ�*RG�VSHDNV��+H�
GRHVQ¶W�VWXWWHU��EXW�ZH�DOO�KDYH�WR�DGPLW�WKDW�ZH�ZLVK�+H�KDG�
VDLG�VRPH�WKLQJV�PRUH�FULVSO\��&RQWLQXDOO\�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�
SDVVDJHV�ZKLFK�KDYH�WKH�IHZHVW�GLVWUDFWLRQV� 
 
7KLV�LV�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�ZLWK�VXFK�GRFWULQHV�DV�IDOVH�
GRFWULQH��DQG�LVVXHV�OLNH�UHPDUULDJH� 
 
   ������6HH�P\�EORJ�RQ�5HPDUULDJH� 
 
Q�E��:H�GHQ\�WKDW�DOO�SDVVDJHV�RI�6FULSWXUH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�
UHGHPSWLRQ�FDUU\�HTXDO�ZHLJKW��:H�DIILUP�WKDW�WKDW�17�
WHDFKLQJV�PDNH�VDOYDWLRQ�FOHDUHU�WKDQ�27�UHIV�>H�J����(SK�
����������,�-RKQ���������7LWXV����@� 
 
3ULQFLSOH�������7�%�'�6����7KH�%LEOH�'RHVQ¶W�6D\ 
,W�LV�LPSHUDWLYH�WR�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�*RG�GLGQ¶W�LQWHQG�WR�DQVZHU�
HYHU\�TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�\RX�DQG�,�PLJKW�DVN��:H�PXVW�EH�FDUHIXO�
QRW�WR�³UHDG�LQWR´�DQ\�YHUVH�RU�SDUDJUDSK�LWHPV�ZKLFK�DUH�QRW�
WKHUH� 
 
:H�QHHG�WR�EH�FRQWHQW�WKDW�RXU�+HDYHQO\�)DWKHU�KDG�VDLG�DOO�
+H�LQWHQGHG�WR�VD\�ZKHQ�+H�ILQLVKHG�ZULWLQJ� 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
3ULQFLSOH�����7KH�*HQUH�>]KDKQ-UXK@�3ULQFLSOH 
*HQUH�LV�D�WHUP�KDYLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�FDWHJRU\�RU��VSHFLHV��
RI �OLWHUDWXUH��3URSHU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�PXVW�WDNH�WKH�OLWHUDU\�
FDWHJRU\�RI�DQ\�JLYHQ�SDVVDJH�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��SRHWU\��
SURVH��QDUUDWLYH��GLGDFWLF��SROHPLF��RU�SURSKHF\��H�J��� 
�����:KRVH�WXUQ�LV�LW�WR�VSHDN�LQ�-RE"� 
�����,V�WKH�VSHDNHU�LQ�-RE�ELEOLFDOO\�FRUUHFW�RU�LQFRUUHFW"� 
������'RHV�*RG�KDYH�IHDWKHUV"�>3V�����@ 
 
7KH�FRQFRPLWDQWV�RI�ILJXUHV�RI�VSHHFK��LQQXHQGRV��VLPLOHV��
PHWDSKRUV��DQG�DQWKURSRPRUSKLVPV�PXVW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�KHUH�
DOVR� 
 
3ULQFLSOH������7KH�3URJUHVVLYH�,OOXPLQDWLRQ�
>UHYHODWLRQ@�3ULQFLSOH  
7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�WR�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�
LV�OLNH�D�IORZHU�XQIROGLQJ�LWV�SHWDOV�WR�WKH�PRUQLQJ�VXQ��*RG�
GLG�QRW�UHYHDO�+LV�WUXWKV�DOO�DW�RQH�WLPH��³7KH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�
LV�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�FRQFHDOHG��DQG�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�LV�
WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�UHYHDOHG�´��$XJXVWLQH�LQ�1RYXP�7HVWDPHQWXP�
$'���� 
 
$OO�FODVVURRP�WHDFKHUV�DSSO\�WKLV�SULQFLSOH�DV�WKH\�EXLOG�
XSRQ�SDVW�OHVVRQV��0XOWLSOLFDWLRQ�QHYHU�SUHFHGHV�DGGLWLRQ��
'LYLVLRQ�IROORZV�VXEWUDFWLRQ��:KROH�QXPEHUV�FRPH�EHIRUH�
IUDFWLRQV�� 
 
(;$03/(���1R��WKH��QG�JUDGH�WHDFKHU�GLG�QRW�OLH�ZKHQ�VKH�
VDLG��³-RKQQ\��\RX�FDQ¶W�VXEWUDFW���IURP����<RX�FDQ¶W�WDNH���
RUDQJHV�DZD\�LI�\RX�RQO\�KDYH���RUDQJHV�´�%XW�WKUHH�JUDGHV�
ODWHU�WKH�VDPH�WHDFKHU�ZLOO�UHDGLO\�DGPLW�³��PLQXV���LV��–��´� 
 
7KHUH�ZDV�D�SURSHU�WLPH�WR�UHYHDO�QHZ�WUXWK� 
 

³0\VWHULHV´�DUH�DQRWKHU�SULQFLSOH��EXW�FRXOG�HDVLO\�
EH�LQFOXGHG�KHUH� 

 
 
 

3ULQFLSOH������'LVSHQVDWLRQDO�$SSURDFK�WR�
5HYHODWLRQ� � 
7KLV�V\VWHP�LGHQWLILHV�EHWZHHQ���DQG���HSRFKV�LQ�ZKLFK�*RG�
GHDOW�GLIIHUHQWO\�ZLWK�PDQ��VSHFLILFDOO\�DQG�LPSRUWDQWO\�
SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKH�PHVVDJH�RI�VDOYDWLRQ�>L�H��$GDP��
1RDK��$EUDKDP��0RVHV��&KXUFK��7ULEXODWLRQ��0LOOHQQLXP@��$OO�PHQ�ZHUH�
VDYHG�E\�IDLWK�DORQH��EXW�$GDP�REYLRXVO\�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�DERXW�
WKH�GHDWK�DQG�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�&KULVW� 
 
   ������6HH�P\�EORJ�RQ�'LVSHQVDWLRQV 
  ������,�FODULI\���SUHFHSWV�ZKLFK�PXVW�EH�DGKHUHG� 
  �������WR�ZKHQ�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�IXWXUH�WKLQJV� 
 
3ULQFLSOH������+LVWRULFDO�2UWKRGR[�3RVLWLRQ 
,VDDF�1HZWRQ�ZDV�DVNHG�KRZ�KH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�VR�PXFK�VR�
TXLFNO\�LQ�KLV�OLIH��+H�DQVZHUHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�EHFDXVH�KH�VWRRG�
RQ�WKH�VKRXOGHUV�RI�WKH�JLDQWV�EHIRUH�KLP� 
 
0LOOLRQV�RI�EHOLHYHUV�KDYH�UHDG�WKH�6FULSWXUHV��0DQ\�RI�WKHP�
ZHUH�VHULRXV�VWXGHQWV�RI�WKH�:RUG�DQG�GLOLJHQWO\�DSSOLHG�
WKHPVHOYHV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�VRPH�RI�WKH�KDUG�SDUWV��<HW�WKH\�
DUULYHG�DW�GLIIHUHQW�FRQFOXVLRQV�� 
 
%H�YHU\�FDXWLRXV�EHIRUH�HPEUDFLQJ�DQ\�YDULDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�
RUWKRGR[�SRVLWLRQ�RI�PDQ\�WKRXVDQGV�RI�JRGO\�WKHRORJLDQV��
%H�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VWDQG�RQ�WKHLU�VKRXOGHUV�DQG�UHTG�WKHLU�ERRNV� 
 
 6HH�P\�H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQNLQG¶V�VL[� 
 DOPRVW-XQVKDNDEOH�LQWULQVLF�ELDVHV� 
 6HH�$33���(�³:K\�'R�:H�$OO�0DNH�+HUPHQHXWLF�
  ��������0LVWDNHV"´ 
 
7KH�VWRU\�LV�WROG�RI�DQ�ROG�FRXQWU\�GHDFRQ�ZKR�KDQGHG�WKH�
QHZ�SUHDFKHU�D�%LEOH�EHIRUH�KLV�ILUVW�VHUPRQ��+H�VDLG��
³'RQ¶W�\RX�QHYHU�SUHDFK�QRWKLQ¶�WKDW�DLQ¶W�EHHQ�SUHDFKHG�
EHIRUH�´��7KRVH�ZHUH�YHU\�ZLVH�ZRUGV�� 
 
*RG¶V�RYHUDUFKLQJ�SXUSRVH�LV�WR�UHYHDO��QRW�FRQFHDO�+LV�
WKRXJKWV�WR�XV��/RRN�IRU�WKH�REYLRXV��+LV�LQWHQWLRQ�LV�WKDW�
PRVW�RI�+LV�FKLOGUHQ�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�+H�VDLG��,W�ZLOO�WDNH�
\HDUV�RI�VWXG\LQJ�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�ILW�DOO�������SDJHV�RI�+LV�
:RUG�WRJHWKHU�VHDPOHVVO\��%XW�LW¶V�ZRUWK�LW��<RXU�SDVWRU¶V�
VHUPRQV�VKRXOG�KHOS� 
 
,I�\RX�HYHU�JHW�D�EUDQG�QHZ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�D�SRUWLRQ��RI�
6FULSWXUH��\RX�KDG�EHWWHU�EH�TXLWH��VXUH�ZK\�\RX�EHOLHYH�DOO�
RWKHU�%LEOH�WHDFKHUV�IRU�������\HDUV�PLVVHG�VRPHWKLQJ�ZKLFK�
\RX�GLVFRYHUHG�DOO�E\�\RXU�OLWWOH�VHOI��0D\EH�\RX¶YH�SXW�WRR�
PXFK�HPSKDVLV�RQ�RQH�ZRUG�RU�SKUDVH��<RX�PXVW�XQGHUVWDQG�
KRZ�\RXU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�FRPSDUHV�ZLWK�D�KRVW�RI�VFKRODUV� 
 
%HWWHU�ORRN�DW�WKH�1LFHQH�&UHHG��WKH�$WKDQDVLDQ�&UHHG��DQG�
WKH�$SRVWOHV¶�&UHHG�ZKLFK�DUH�D�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�ROG�EHIRUH�
\RX�FRQYLQFH�\RXUVHOI�WKDW�WKLV�QHZ�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI�\RXUV�LV�
EHWWHU�WKDQ�HYHU\�RWKHU�%LEOH�WHDFKHU¶V� 
 
3ULQFLSOH������7KH�3ULQFLSOH�RI�3DUDEOHV���� 
3DUDEOHV�DUH�PDGH�XS�VWRULHV�ZLWK�SXQFKOLQHV��:H�DVVXPH�
WKH\�PD\�LQFRUSRUDWH�HOHPHQWV�IURP�VHYHUDO�DFWXDO�LQFLGHQWV��� 
 
&RQVLGHU�WKH�FRQWH[W��,V�-HVXV¶�DXGLHQFH�DUJXPHQWDWLYH�RU�
UHFHSWLYH"�%HOLHYHUV�RU�XQEHOLHYHUV"�(DFK�SDUDEOH�KDV�RQH�
FHQWUDO�WKHPH��:H�GRQ¶W�H[SHFW�WKDW�HYHU\�SKUDVH�FRQWULEXWHV�
WR�WKH�DQDORJ\�LQ�D�PDMRU�ZD\� 
 
2IWHQ�-HVXV�PDNHV�D�FRQWUDVW�WR�ZKDW�+LV�KHDUHUV�LQFRUUHFWO\�
SHUFHLYHG��6HYHUDO�SDUDEOHV�LQ�D�URZ�>0DWW���@�JLYH�QHZ�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�.LQJGRP��)LQG�WKH�FRPPRQ�WKUHDG� 
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 3ULQFLSOH����� �7KH�$XGLHQFH�3ULQFLSOH 
(DFK�ERRN�RI�WKH�%LEOH�KDG�D�ILUVW�UHDGHUVKLS��6RPH�SDUWV�
ZHUH�FRSLHG�VRRQ�DIWHUZDUG�DQG�GLVWULEXWHG�ZLGHO\�DQG�
TXLFNO\—WKH�7RUDK��'LVWULEXWLRQ�RI�RWKHUV�WRRN�PXFK�ORQJHU� 
 
(SLVWOHV�ZHUH�ZULWWHQ�WR�VSHFLILF�ORFDO�FKXUFKHV��JURXS�RI�
FKXUFKHV��RU�LQGLYLGXDO��7KH\�DGGUHVVHG�SDUWLFXODU�LVVXHV�
>3KLOHPRQ��7LPRWK\��	�7LWXV@�WKHQ�UHDFKHG�ZLGHU�DXGLHQFHV—
ORFDO�FKXUFKHV� 
 
3URPLVHV�PDGH�WR�WKH�QDWLRQ�,VUDHO�DUH�QRW�WR�EH�FODLPHG�E\�
WKRVH�OLYLQJ�LQ�KHDYHQ�DIWHU�WKH�*UHDW�:KLWH�7KURQH��
3URPLVHV�PDGH�WR�WKH�&KXUFK�XQLYHUVDO�ZHUH�QRW�JUDQWHG�WR�
$EUDKDP�>L�H���LQGZHOOLQJ�+RO\�6SLULW��MRLQW-KHLU�ZLWK�&KULVW@��6RQJ�
RI�6RORPRQ�LV�DQ�LQWLPDWH�ORYH�SRHP�QRW�D�WUHDWLVH�RQ�*RG¶V�
FRPSDVVLRQ� 
 
(DFK�RI�WKH�*RVSHOV�DSSHDOV�WR�D�VOLJKWO\�GLIIHUHQW�DXGLHQFH��
0DWWKHZ�TXRWHV�ORWV�RI�27�ERRNV��DQRWKHU�SRUWUD\V�-HVXV¶�
KXPDQLW\�FOHDUO\��2WKHUV�HPSKDVL]H�-HVXV¶�GHLW\�PRUH��RU�+LV�
PLUDFOHV��RU�+LV�WKHRORJLFDO�OHFWXUHV� 
 
$OO�%LEOH�ZULWHUV�H[SHFWHG�WKDW�WKH�ILUVW�UHDGHUV�ZRXOG�
LQFOXGH�PRVWO\�EHOLHYHUV��DOWKRXJK�WKH\�ZHUH�DZDUH�WKHUH�
PLJKW�EH�UHVLVWDQW�KHDUWV��GLVREHGLHQW�SHRSOH�RU�DSRVWDWHV� 
 
3ULQFLSOH����� �&XOWXUDO�%DFNJURXQG�3ULQFLSOH 
7KH�%LEOH�ZDV�FRPSRVHG�LQ�VSHFLILF�FXOWXUHV�DW��SDUWLFXODU�
SRLQWV�LQ�WLPH� �:KLOH�WKH\�DUH�XQLYHUVDO�LQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ��WKH�
WUXWKV�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�FDQ�PRVW�IXOO\�EH�UHDOL]HG�RQO\�ZKHQ�
WDNLQJ�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�FXOWXUHV�DQG�KLVWRULHV�LQWR�DFFRXQW� � 
 
)RU�H[DPSOH��ZKHQ�-HVXV�LV�FDOOHG��WKH�ILUVW�IUXLWV�� 
���&RULQWKLDQV���������ZH�KDYH�VRPH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKLV�
DSSHOODWLRQ�IURP�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��EXW�D�VWXG\�RI�-HZLVK�
UHOLJLRXV�SUDFWLFH�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�FHQWXU\�ZLOO�SURYLGH�D�PXFK�
GHHSHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�� 
 
$�VWXG\�RI�FXOWXUH�DOVR�UHYHDOV�WKH�WLGELW�WKDW�RYHU�D�SHULRG�RI��
������\HDUV�WKDW�WKH�³WDOHQW´�YDULHG�EHWZHHQ����OEV�DQG�����
OEV�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�FRXQWULHV� 
 
&XOWXUDO�FRQWH[W�FRXQWV� 
 
3ULQFLSOH���������7KH�$FFRPPRGDWLRQ�3ULQFLSOH 
7KH�%LEOH�LV�WR�EH�LQWHUSUHWHG�LQ�YLHZ�RI�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LW�LV�DQ�
DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�RI�'LYLQH�WUXWKV�WR�KXPDQ�PLQGV�LQ�KXPDQ�
ODQJXDJH��*RG�WKH�LQILQLWH�LV�FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�ZLWK�PDQ�WKH�
ILQLWH�� 
 
*RG�LV�QRW�RXU�OLWHUDO�)DWKHU�LQ�WKH�VDPH�VHQVH�RXU�HDUWKO\�
IDWKHU�LV��*RG�LV�QRW�D�OLRQ��ODPE��RU�PRWKHU�KHQ��:H�KDYH�WR�
DGPLW�WKDW�VRPH�ELEOLFDO�FRQFHSWV�DUH�³KDUG´�IRU�*RG�WR�
H[SODLQ�LQ�KXPDQ�ODQJXDJH��JORULILHG�ERGLHV��6KHNLQDK�JORU\��
+DGHV��DQG�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�VRXO�DQG�VSLULW�� 
 
%XW�+H�KDV�JLYHQ�XV�DV�PXFK�OLJKW�DV�ZH�FDQ�JUDVS� 
 
3ULQFLSOH����� �³7\SHV�RI�&KULVW´�3ULQFLSOH 
,Q�PDQ\�%LEOH�VWXGHQW¶V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��D�³7\SH´�RI�&KULVW�
RQO\�RFFXUV�ZKHQ�WKH�27�VSHFLILFDOO\�FRQQHFWV�WKH�27�
LQFLGHQW�LQ�WKH�17��H�J��ODPE��VDFULILFH��0HOFKL]HGHN��-RQDK¶V�
��GD\V�	���QLJKWV��KLJK�SULHVW��SURSKHW��SULHVW��DQG�NLQJ��� 
 
1RW�DOO�DJUHH� 
 
 
 
 

3ULQFLSOH����� �7KH�:HLJKW�RI�WKH�'RFWULQH�
3ULQFLSOH��������� 
0RVW�RI�WKH�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�DVSHFWV�RI�WKHRORJ\�DUH�UHSHDWHG�
LQ�PDQ\�ERRNV�RI�WKH�%LEOH��DQG�LQ�HDFK�WLPH�VSDQ��L�H��VLQ��
VDOYDWLRQ��WKH�6DYLRU��HWHUQLW\��*RG¶V�DWWULEXWHV��ORYH��
REHGLHQFH��DQG�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�VLQ��$GGLWLRQDO�GHWDLOV�
IROORZ� 

D� DOVR�FDOOHG�WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI�UHSHWLWLRQ 
E� DOVR�FDOOHG�WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI�YROXPH 

0DQ\�WHDFK�WKDW�*RG¶V�KROLQHVV�LV�+LV�PRVW�
VLJQLILFDQW�DWWULEXWH��,�DJUHH��KRZHYHU��LW�LV�QRW�FLWHG�
WKH�PRVW�IUHTXHQWO\�LQ�6FULSWXUH���,W�VHHPV�+LV�ORYH�
DQG��MXVWLFH�DUH�VHHQ�PRUH�RIWHQ� 

 
2QH�ZD\�WR�KHOS�\RX�GHWHUPLQH�KRZ�PXFK�LPSRUWDQFH�>RU�
ZHLJKW@�\RX�SHUVRQDOO\�SODFH�RQ�DQ\�SDUWLFXODU�GRFWULQH�LV�WR�
GLYLGH�WKH����PRVW�FRPPRQ�GRFWULQHV�LQWR���FDWHJRULHV� 
 
7KH�IROORZLQJ�H[HUFLVH�LV�DEVROXWHO\�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�KHOSIXO�WDVNV�,�
HYHU�JDYH�P\VHOI�WR�VKDUSHQ�P\�VNLOOV�DV�D�WKHRORJLDQ�� 
 
I. Fundamentals / Essentials     
 Beliefs for which you would literally die. 
II. Major doctrines 
 Orthodox tenets of the Church. In this category, if 
 there are doctrines which other believers have twisted,  
 it is necessary to reject the teachers as well as their  
 teachings. You must separate fellowship. 
 <RX�DUH�VWURQJO\�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�ORRN�IRU�D� 
 ELEOLFDO�H[DPSOH�RI�VHSDUDWLRQ��RU�D�GLUHFW� 
 FRPPDQG�QRW�WR�DVVRFLDWH�ZLWK�VSHFLILF� 
 WHDFKLQJV�� 
III. Minor doctrines 
 You know godly men who have disagreed over these 
 items for years, but you would not consider them  
 hardened to the Spirit. 
IV. Opinions  
 Issues on which you have strong feelings, but would  
 have to admit the Scriptures are not crystal clear. 
 

* for examples and commands   
6HH�P\�EORJ��6HSDUDWLRQ��IURP�ZKRP"�	�ZK\"�� 

  
3ULQFLSOH����� �7KH�>17@�0\VWHU\�3ULQFLSOH 
³0\VWHULHV´�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�DUH�PRVW�RIWHQ�FRQQHFWHG�
ZLWK�WKH�FKDQJHV�PDGH�ZKHQ�WKH�&KXUFK�ZDV�ERUQ� 
 
%HOLHYHUV�DUH�QHYHU�PHQWLRQHV�DV�EHLQJ�WKH�%RG\�RI�&KULVW�LQ�
WKH�27��1RU�GRHV�DQ\�ZULWHU�RI�WKH�27�PHQWLRQ�UHSODFLQJ�WKH�
QDWLRQ�RI�,VUDHO�ZLWK�WKH�&KXUFK��D�QHZ�RUJDQLVP�PDGH�RI�
ERWK�-HZV�DQG�*HQWLOHV�� 
 
7KXV��WKHUH�DUH�QR�VLJQV�RU�HYHQ�KLQWV�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�
SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�WKH�5DSWXUH�RI�WKH�&KXUFK��7KHVH�DUH�DOO�
³P\VWHULHV´�EXW�QRW�ULGGOHV�� 
 
3ULQFLSOH��������7KH�'HYRWLRQDO�$SSURDFK � 
7KH�GHYRWLRQDO�VFKRRO�RI�WKRXJKW�HPSKDVL]HV�WKH�HGLI\LQJ�
DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�DQG�WKHLU�XVHIXOQHVV��ZLWK�WKH�JRDO�
RI�GHYHORSLQJ�RQH
V�VSLULWXDO�OLIH��7KH�6SLULW�LV�FRQVWDQWO\�
VHHQ�DV�FDOOLQJ�XV�WR�+LPVHOI��,W�LV�D�ZRQGHUIXO�DSSURDFK�IRU�
RXU�GDLO\�%LEOH�UHDGLQJ� 
 
7KLV�DSSURDFK�LV�QRW�H[DFWO\�D�SULQFLSOH�RI�KHUPHQHXWLFV��
:KHQ�LW�XVHG�DV�RQH¶V�RQO\�%LEOH�WRRO��LW�ZRXOG�EH�
HUURQHRXVO\�XVHG� 
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$33���$��0\����3UHVXSSRVLWLRQV 
 
1. We believe in the precept of non-contradiction. No part of the Bible may be interpreted so as to contradict another part.  
 
2. We believe that there is only one "right" interpretation(s) of any given Biblical passage - the meaning(s) God intended when He "breathed" His Word into the 
ear of the human writer, and this interpretation applies to all cultures in all ages.   
 

a. "No prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation."  II Peter 1:20  
b. It is invalid to ask the question, “What does this passage mean to me?”.  It is, however, legitimate to ask, “How can I use or apply this  passage 
personally?” 
c. Although it has only one correct understanding, a particular passage may have many applications. 

 
3.  We believe proper interpretation comes through effort, i.e. rightly dividing [correctly discerning] the Word of Truth [II Tim 2.15].  Not all parts of Scripture are easily 
understood.  2 Peter 3:15-16  

“. . .even as our brother Paul. . .hath written unto you. . .some things which are hard to be understood which they that are unlearned and unstable 
wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures.”  

 
We must follow the pattern of the noble-minded Bereans in Acts 17.11 who diligently “searched the Scriptures,” seeking to learn if the Gospel Paul was 
preaching to them was true. We do not believe that God is pleased with sloppy theology. 
  
4. The role of the Holy Spirit is critical in illuminating the Scriptures to us. The unsaved man cannot understand some biblical material. I Cor 2.14    

“the Natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them because they are 
spiritually discerned.” 
 
a. “The key role of the Spirit in our understanding of Scripture, is not to add information, or to give special translating abilities, but to soften our 
 hearts.”          Don Clossom 
b. Heb 11.6    “Ye shall seek Me and find Me when ye shall search for Me with all your heart.”       Jer 29.13  
c. The unsaved man who seeks truth is enabled by the Spirit to understand a lot of the Bible, but he must “believe that He is, and that He is a 
 rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  
d. The Holy Spirit’s work with the unsaved is to open the eyes of the spiritually blind. 

 
5. We believe God didn’t write in code. He wrote to reveal His heart and mind. His thoughts are recorded in human grammar and accommodated to human 
language. God the Infinite communicates with man the finite.     Robert Hommel 
 
6. We believe the entire Word reveals and speaks of Christ. Luke 24.27   (on the road to Emmaus) “beginning at Moses and all the prophets He (Jesus)  

expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” 
 
7. We believe the Bible was written in a specific culture - the ancient Jewish or "Semitic" culture of the near East.  Our culture is sometimes similar and other 
times vastly different from that of the writers of Scripture. 
 
8. We believe progressive illumination [sometimes called Progressive Revelation] is the process by which God reveals information at critical moments in history 
in which He had intentionally not revealed in the Garden: i.e. [at least these 10] Abrahamic Covenant, Davidic Covenant, the Law, NT “Mysteries,”  the Church 
universal, the setting aside of Israel, the Messiah, the Millennium, the fulfillment of the Law by Jesus, and finally the Rapture. He opened some windows more 
gradually than others to let in more light. 
 
9. We believe meditation and contemplation, not just scholarship, is necessary.  Scripture is mostly designed to help us as average believers to grow in grace 
 [not just knowledge].  II Pet 3.18  
 Ps 119.97 “O, how I love Thy Law. It is my mediation all the day.” 

 * commands to obey  * errors to avoid  * examples to follow 
 * sins to shun  * promises to remember  * attitudes to correct 
 * attributes of God to embrace * ways to pray  * ways to praise 

 
10. We believe there is no accurate “feminist [or gender neutral] hermeneutic,” or “ecological hermeneutic,” or “twenty-first century hermeneutic,” or “western 
culture hermeneutic,” et al. The outcome of diligent examination must depend on objective use of principles, not biases or predetermined conclusions. 
 
 I am cautious about recommending study Bibles such as— 
  the Woodsman’s Bible 
  the Athlete’s Bible  
  the Teenager’s Bible 
  the Businesswoman’s Bible 
 
 
Sensitive applications for groups are wonderful. We all must apply Scripture to our daily lives, but I fear that a fixation on application may be sought at the 
expense of cautious observation and careful interpretation. I’ve heard preachers speak of Mary’s pregnancy insisting that she must have been a teenager.  
 
T.B.D.S. The Bible simply does not demand that she was even under 30 years old. Now, if you ask for my OPINION, I guess she was close to age 20. But that 
guess is based on my knowledge of the culture, not Scripture. 

 
  
 

��$SSHQGLFHV� 
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$33���%��3UDFWLFDO�$DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�+HUPHQHXWLFV 
 
0RVW�&KULVWLDQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�IRUP�D�6WDWHPHQW�RI�)DLWK��VRPHWLPHV�FDOOHG�D�'RFWULQDO�6WDWHPHQW���7KH�IROORZHUV�
OLVW�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�HOHPHQWV�RI�WKHLU�EHOLHI�V\VWHP��XVLQJ�6FULSWXUH�WR�VXSSRUW�HDFK�SRLQW�� 
 
1RW�DOO�JURXSV�SXW�WKH�VDPH�HPSKDVLV�RQ�D�SDVVDJH��RU�HYHQ�XVH�WKH�VDPH�KHUPHQHXWLF�SULQFLSOHV�WR�LQWHUSUHW�
6FULSWXUH� 

D� 6RPH�SXW�HQRUPRXV�ZHLJKW�RQ�WKH�PLUDFXORXV� 
E� 2WKHUV�VWDUW�ZLWK�WKH�DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�PDQ�LV�EDVLFDOO\�JRRG��DQG�*RG�LV�JUDQGIDWKHU-OLNH�DQG�SDVVHV�

RYHU�VLQ�HDVLO\� 
F� 6RPH�EHJLQ�ZLWK�WKH�SHUFHSWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�%LEOH�LV�PRVWO\�WUXH��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�PD\�KDYH�PLVWDNHV��$QG�LW�

GRHVQ¶W�ERWKHU�WKHP�DW�DOO� 
G� ,�KDYH�D�IULHQG�ZKR�UDLVHG�KHU�IRXU�NLGV�ZLWK�D�SULQFLSOH�VKH�EHOLHYHG�FDPH�IURP�WKH�%LEOH��³7KH�/RUG�

KHOSV�WKRVH�ZKR�KHOS�WKHPVHOYHV�´ 
 

,Q�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�D�PDVWHU�PHFKDQLF�FRXOG�JXHVV�DFFXUDWHO\�LQ�ZKDW�RUGHU�D�SDUWLFXODU�PDFKLQH�ZDV�SXW�WRJHWKHU��DQ�
H[SHUW�LQ�WKH�ILHOG�RI�KHUPHQHXWLFV�KDV�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\��D�SDUWLFXODU�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�HPEUDFH�FHUWDLQ�
QRQ-RUWKRGR[�GRFWULQHV��+H�FDQ�SURGXFH�D�OLVW�RI�WKH�>KHUPHQHXWLF@�SULQFLSOHV�ZKLFK�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�XVHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
FRPH�WR�WKHLU�FRQFOXVLRQV� 
 
7KH�PHFKDQLF�FDQ�DOVR�WHOO�ZKDW�PLVWDNHV�ZHUH�PDGH�LI�WKH�PDFKLQH�GRHV�QRW�RSHUDWH�DV�LW�VKRXOG��/LNHZLVH��WKH�
WUDLQHG�%LEOH�VWXGHQW�FDQ�OHDUQ�WR�DQDO\]H�ZKDW�SULQFLSOHV�D�JURXS�QHJOHFWHG�RU�DEXVHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HPEUDFH��LQFOXGH��
RU�H[FOXGH�FHUWDLQ�LWHPV�VXFK�DV���HWHUQDO�VHFXULW\��WRQJXHV��³IDLWK�ZLWKRXW�ZRUNV�´�WKH�GHLW\�RI�&KULVW��LQVSLUDWLRQ��
UHSHQWDQFH��HWF��:KDW�D�JURXS�H[FOXGHV�LV�DOPRVW�DV�LPSRUWDQW�DV�ZKDW�LW�LQFOXGHV�� 
 
7R�WKH�XQWUDLQHG�REVHUYHU��FKXUFK�VSOLWV�VHHP�WR�EH�EDVHG�RQ�SHUVRQDOLW\�GLIIHUHQFHV��EXW�PDQ\�KLQJH�RQ�YLRODWLQJ�
RQH�RU�PRUH�RI�WKH����SULQFLSOHV�ZH�DUH�H[DPLQLQJ�LQ�WKLV�ERRNOHW� 
 
 �7KH�WZR�-HZLVK�VHFWV�LQ�-HVXV¶�GD\�>6DGGXFHHV�	�3KDULVHHV@�GLYLGHG�FRPSDQ\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�XVHG�GLIIHUHQW�SULQFLSOHV� 
  WR�LQWHUSUHW�6FULSWXUH�� 
 
 �7KH�WZR�PDMRU�VHFWV�RI�,VODP�WRGD\�>6XQQL�	�6KLLWH@�FODVK�SULPDULO\�EHFDXVH�RI�GLIIHUHQW�KHUPHQHXWLFV�FRQFHUQLQJ� 
  0XKDPPDG
V�WHDFKLQJV� 
 
        ����������6HH�P\�EORJ��6WDWHPHQW�RI�)DLWK��SMP 

$33���&��6RPH�9RFDE�'HILQLWLRQV 
 
,QVSLUDWLRQ �7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�VXSHULQWHQGHG�WKH�ZULWLQJ�RI�WKH�%LEOH��*RG�XVHG�WKH�SHUVRQDOLW\��H[SHULHQFH��
YRFDEXODU\��DQG�ZULWLQJ�VW\OH�RI�HDFK�DXWKRU� ,QVSLUDWLRQ�LV�GLYLQH�JXLGDQFH��QRW�GLFWDWLRQ�>EXW�FORVH�WR�LW@� *RG�
EUHDWKHG�+LV�VSLULW�LQWR�WKH�DXWKRUV�DV�WKH\�ZURWH��+H�HQVXUHG�WKDW�+LV�UHYHODWLRQ�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�DFFXUDWHO\�DQG�
ZLWKRXW�HUURU�ZLWK�SUHFLVHO\�HYHU\�ZRUG�+H�ZDQWHG�LQFOXGHG� 
 
$�FODVVLF�H[DPSOH�RI�LQVSLUDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�WKH�ZULWHUV�UHFRUGHG�WKH�IHHOLQJV�DQG�HYHQ�WKH�VLOHQW�WKRXJKWV�RI�PHQ�ZKR�
KDG�OLYHG�KXQGUHGV�>RU�WKRXVDQGV@�RI�\HDUV�SULRU��DQG�ZURWH�WKHP�DV�IDFWV��7KH\�GLG�QRW�SUHVHQW�WKHP�DV�VWRULHV�SDVVHG�
GRZQ�WKURXJK�VFRUHV�>RU�KXQGUHGV@�RI�JHQHUDWLRQV��HPEHOOLVKLQJ�WKHP�DV�WKH\�ZURWH��7KLV�LV�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKH�+RO\�
6SLULW¶V�JXLGDQFH� 
   
,QHUUDQF\����7KH�6FULSWXUHV�FRQWDLQ�QR�HUURU��QR�VHOI-FRQWUDGLFWLRQ��DQG�QRWKLQJ�FRQWUDU\�WR�KLVWRULFDO�RU�VFLHQWLILF�
IDFW��0LQRU�FRQWUDGLFWLRQV�>PLVVSHOOLQJV��RPLWWHG�RU�DGGHG�ZRUGV��HWF�@�DUH�GXH�HQWLUHO\�WR�FRS\LVWV¶�HUURUV�LQ�WUDQVFULELQJ��RU�
HYHQ�LQWHQWLRQDO�HUURUV�E\�XQEHOLHYHUV� 
 
5HYHODWLRQ �7KH�DFW�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW¶V�UHYHDOLQJ�>XQFRYHULQJ�RU�XQYHLOLQJ@�WUXWKV�WKDW�PDQ—�WKURXJK�KLV�RZQ�
LQWHOOHFW��UHDVRQ��DQG�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ—FDQQRW�GLVFRYHU�IRU�KLPVHOI� 
 
,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ �7KH�SUD\HUIXO�GLVFHUQPHQW�RI�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�D�SDVVDJH�E\�H[SRVLWLRQ�DQG�H[HJHVLV�XVLQJ�JRRG�
SULQFLSOHV�RI�%LEOH�VWXG\��L�H��KHUPHQHXWLFV� 
 
([SRVLWLRQ �7R�³H[SRVH´�RU�H[SODLQ�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�D�WH[W�� 
 
([HJHVLV� �7R�³GUDZ�RXW´�RI�WKH�WH[W��WR�VKRZ�WKH�ZD\��WR�FULWLFDOO\�DQDO\]H��WR�H[SODLQ� 

��$SSHQGLFHV� 
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 Eisegesis  To “read into” a text my opinions or presuppositions.   Bad, very bad. 
 
+HUPHQHXWLFV� ���3ULQFLSOHV—OLNH�D�UHIHUHH¶V�UXOHERRN��7KH�UXOH�ERRN�LV�QRW�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�DV�WKH�JDPH��
+HUPHQHXWLFV�DUH�WKH�UXOHV�WR�WHOO�KRZ�WR�ILQG�WKH�SURSHU�PHDQLQJ��7KH�UXOHERRN�H[SODLQV�KRZ�WR�DYRLG�PLVWDNHV�LQ�
FDOOLQJ�D�SOD\���([HJHVLV�DQG�RU�H[SRVLWLRQ�LV�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�DSSO\LQJ�WKH�UXOHERRN�WR�D�WH[W�RI�6FULSWXUH��� 
 
*HQUH��7\SHV�RI�OLWHUDWXUH�RU�ZULWLQJ�VW\OHV� 

SRHWU\�  >LQFOXGLQJ�ZLVGRP�OLWHUDWXUH@ 
QDUUDWLYH�� >VWRULHV��KLVWRU\@ 
OHJDO�  >ODZV��UXOHV��PDQGDWHV��FRPPDQGV@ 
SROHPLF��� >DUJXPHQW��GHIHQVH@ 
ORJLFDO�GLVFRXUVHV���>GLVFXVVLRQV@ 
DSRFDO\SWLF� >SUHGLFWLYH��SURSKHWLF��IXWXULVW@�LQFOXGLQJ�QHDU-	-IDU�SURSKHFLHV�� 
HSLVWOHV�� >OHWWHUV@ 
SDUDEOHV��VWRULHV�ZLWK�RQO\�RQH�PHDQLQJ��GRQ¶W�SUHVV�WRR�KDUG��HYHU\�GHWDLO�PD\�QRW�EH�VLJQLILFDQW 
ZDUQLQJ�SDVVDJHV 
ILJXUHV�RI�VSHHFK��VLPLOHV��PHWDSKRUV��LQQXHQGRV��K\SHUEROH��XQGHUVWDWHPHQW��HW�DO 

 
,OOXPLQDWLRQ �7KH�DFW�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�LQ�HQOLJKWHQLQJ�DQG�FRQYLFWLQJ�WKH�UHDGHU�RI�WKH�WUXWK�FRQWDLQHG�LQ�
6FULSWXUH��DQG�OHDGLQJ�WKH�UHDGHU�WR�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�WUXWK�RI�*RG
V�:RUG��2QH�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�FRQYLFWLQJ�UROH�
RI�WKH�6SLULW�LV�WR�SUHSDUH�WKH�KHDUW� 
 
$OOHJRU\� �$WWDFKLQJ�DUWLILFLDO�V\PEROLF�PHDQLQJV�WR�HYHQWV�LQ�KLVWRU\��7KLV�LV�WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW�PHDQLQJV�DUH�
VXEMHFWLYH��7KDW�LV�WKH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�ZH�EHOLHYH�LW�LV�LQFRUUHFW�WR�DOOHJRUL]H�XQOHVV�6FULSWXUH�VSHFLILFDOO\�DIILUPV�WKH�
QHZ�PHDQLQJV�� 
 +HUH�DUH�WZR�ELEOLFDO�H[DPSOHV�RI� *RG¶V�XVLQJ�DOOHJRU\�+LPVHOI� 
 
 �1. Gal 4.22-31     Hagar = Sinai 
  2. I Tim 5.18 “do not muzzle an oxen” means pay the pastor.       (oxen = elder) 
 

$33���'�(OHYHQ�&RPPRQ�([HJHWLFDO�(UURUV 
  
���7DNLQJ�)LJXUDWLYH�/DQJXDJH�/LWHUDOO\  :KHQ�-HVXV�VD\V�WKDW�+H�LV�WKH��GRRU���IHZ�ZRXOG�WDNH�+LP�OLWHUDOO\� �6RPH��
KRZHYHU��WDNH�ILJXUDWLYH�ODQJXDJH��VXFK�DV�-HVXV��VLWWLQJ�DW�WKH�ULJKW�KDQG�RI�WKH�)DWKHU���WR�PHDQ�WKDW�WKH�)DWKHU�KDV�D�OLWHUDO�
ULJKW�KDQG��DQG�WKXV��D�SK\VLFDO�ERG\�� 1RU�LV�-HVXV�VLWWLQJ�RQ�RQH�RI�WKUHH�WKURQHV�LQ�KHDYHQ���FI�+HE�������	�5HY��������5DWKHU��LW�
VLJQLILHV�D�SRVLWLRQ�RI�DXWKRULW\� �:H�GR�QRW�ZRRGHQO\�WDNH�HYHU\�ZRUG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�OLWHUDOO\��EXW�UDWKHU�WKDW�ZH�DSSURDFK�LW�DV�ZH�
ZRXOG�DQ\�OLWHUDWXUH� 
 
$EHUUDQW�XVDJHV�RI�WKH�OLWHUDO�PHDQLQJ�LQFOXGH� 
à -HVXV�LV�ILUVW�ERUQ 
à WKH�WHVW�RI�IDLWK�LV�PRYLQJ�WKH�5RFNLHV�LQWR�WKH�3DFLILF�WKURXJK�SUD\HU 
à FXW�RII�KDQG��SOXFN�RXW�H\H 
à ³GULQN�WKLV�>JODVV��SDSHU��SODVWLF@�FXS��DOO�RI�\RX�´���>FRPPXQLRQ@ 
à *RG�JDYH�NLQJ�6DXO�D�QHZ�FDUGLDF�KHDUW 
à 3UD\HU�RI�IDLWK�DOZD\V�KHDOV�����\RX�QHYHU�QHHG�D�KRVSLWDO�RU�PHGLFLQH�DJDLQ 
à �LPSOLHG�VXLFLGH��IDW�SHRSOH�³SXW�D�NQLIH�WR�\RXU�WKURDW´�IRU�JOXWWRQ\´���3URY����� 
  
���2YHU-&RQWH[WXDOL]LQJ �,VDLDK�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�*RG�GRHVQ¶W�NQRZ�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�DQ\�RWKHU�JRGV�>����@��� 
 
:HOO��KRZ�GR�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW¶V�QRW�DFWXDOO\�ZKDW�+H�PHDQW"�*RG�GRHV�LQGHHG�NQRZ�DERXW�GHPRQLF�³JRGV�´�7KHUH�LV�QR�ZDUUDQW�
IRU�WDNLQJ�DQ�DEVROXWH�VWDWHPHQW�DQG�FRQILQLQJ�LW�WR�LPPHGLDWH�FRQWH[W� &RQWH[W�GRHV�QRW�OLPLW�+LV�VWDWHPHQW��DQ\�PRUH�WKDQ�WKH�
*UHDW�&RPPLVVLRQ�LV�OLPLWHG�RQO\�WR�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�ZKR�KHDUG�-HVXV�VSHDN�LW� 
 
:H�ZRXOG�PDNH�WKH�VDPH�PLVWDNH�LI�ZH�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�WKH�QHZVSDSHU�HGLWRU�LV�LJQRUDQW�VLQFH�KH�SXEOLVKHV�WKH�WLPH�RI�³VXQVHW´�
HDFK�HYHQLQJ��6LOO\�HGLWRU��WKH�VXQ�QHYHU�UHDOO\�³VHWV�´�'RHVQ¶W�KH�NQRZ�WKDW" 
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���$OORZLQJ�WKH�,PSOLFLW�WR�([SODLQ�RU�SUH-HPSW��WKH�([SOLFLW �:H�GRQ¶W�JHQHUDOO\�DOORZ�DOO�PHDQLQJV�ZKLFK�PLJKW�EH�
SRVVLEOH�WR�H[SODLQ�WKH�FOHDU�DQG�FHUWDLQ�VWDWHPHQWV�� 
 
-HVXV�LV�FDOOHG��ILUVWERUQ��RQ�VHYHUDO�RFFDVLRQV�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��0DQ\�QRQ-7ULQLWDULDQV�VHH�LQ�WKHVH�YHUVHV�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�
WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�ZDV�D�FUHDWHG�EHLQJ�DQG�WKDW�-HVXV�ZDV�QRW�*RG�+LPVHOI��+H�ZDV�WKH�ILUVW�FUHDWLRQ�RI�-HKRYDK�  
 
7ULQLWDULDQV�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH��ILUVWERUQ��SDVVDJHV�PXVW�EH�YLHZHG�LQ�OLJKW�RI�-RKQ�����DQG�&RORVVLDQV�������DQG�WKXV�PXVW�EH�D�
ILJXUDWLYH�WLWOH�RU�WKH�WLWOH�RI�SUH-HPLQHQFH� 
 
0RUPRQV�H[SORGH�IRXU�REVFXUH�ZRUGV�>³EDSWLVP�IRU�WKH�GHDG´@�LQWR�D�ELOOLRQ�GROODU�D�\HDU�LWHP�ZKLFK�LV�SODFHG�LQ�WKH�EXGJHW�� 
³%DSWLVP�IRU�WKH�GHDG´�>,�&RU������@�LV�QRW�HQGRUVHG�LQ�WKH�6FULSWXUH�>WKRXJK�QRW�UHIXWHG�H[SOLFLWO\@��QRW�H[SODLQHG��QRU�SUDFWLFHG�LQ�VRXQG�
FKXUFKHV�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�FKXUFK��%XW�WKH�0RUPRQ�FKXUFK�FDUULHV�RQ�WKHVH�EDSWLVPV�LQ�HDFK�PXOWL-PLOOLRQ�GROODU�JROGHQ-VSLUHG�
7DEHUQDFOHV�LQ�����FLWLHV� 
  
���0RGHUQ�'D\�5HYHODWLRQ  ,W�LV�LQFRUUHFW�WR�FODLP�WKDW�*RG�FRQWLQXHV�WR�UHYHDO�+LPVHOI�UHJXODUO\�LQ�YDULRXV�ZD\V�WR�KXQGUHGV�
RI�WKRXVDQGV�WRGD\�ZKR�FRQVLGHU�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�EHORQJ�WR�DQ�HOLWH�FDGUH�RI�VSLULWXDOO\�PDWXUH�DQG�RU�JLIWHG�LQGLYLGXDOV��WKH�ZD\�
KH�GLG�WR�D�FRXSOH�GR]HQ�UHFRUGHG�LQ�WKH�%LEOH—0RVHV��(OLMDK��3DXO��3HWHU��HW�DO� 
 
6RPH��OLNH�/DWWHU�'D\�6DLQWV�>0RUPRQV@��EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKLV�PRGHUQ�GD\�UHYHODWLRQ�KDV�SURGXFHG�QHZ�6FULSWXUHV� 2WKHUV�EHOLHYH�
WKDW�³KHDULQJ�D�:RUG�IURP�*RG´�LV�LQIDOOLEOH��DQG�WKDW�LW�LV�WKH�VDPH�NLQG�RI�UHYHODWLRQ�WKDW�*RG�JDYH�WR�ELEOLFDO�ZULWHUV��7KH\�
EHOLHYH�WKDW�HVRWHULF�NQRZOHGJH�KDV�DV�PXFK�DXWKRULW\�DV�DQ\�SDVVDJH�RI�6FULSWXUH��:H�GHQ\�WKLV� 
 
D� 7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�GRHV�QRW�DGG�³VSHFLDO�UHYHODWLRQ´�WRGD\�������FI�5HY������ 
E� 7KLV�EHOLHI�LV�SHULORXVO\�FORVH�WR�.DUO�%DUWK¶V�QHR-RUWKRGR[�SRVLWLRQ�ZKLFK�DIILUPV�WKDW�WKH�%LEOH�RQO\�EHFRPHV�WKH�:RUG�

RI�*RG�WKURXJK�P\�H[SHULHQFHV���7KH�:RUG�DV�(YHQW��S���� 
  
���+DUPRQL]DWLRQ�E\�'HQLDO �7KH�%LEOH�GHFODUHV�WKDW�-HVXV�ZDV�D�PDQ�>-RKQ���������7LPRWK\������HWF�@� �+RVHD�VWDWHV�>����@�WKDW�
+H�LV�QRW�PDQ� � 
 
1RQ-7ULQLWDULDQV�ZKR�KROG�WR�WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI�WKH�KDUPRQ\�RI�6FULSWXUH��EHOLHYH�WKHVH�YHUVHV�SUHVHQW�DQ�DSSDUHQW�FRQWUDGLFWLRQ��
WKXV�WKH\�GHQ\�WKH�IXOO\�'HLW\�RI�&KULVW� 6FULSWXUH�WHOOV�XV�WKH�&KULVW�LV�ERWK�0DQ�DQG�*RG��:H�VKRXOG�DOORZ�WKHVH�WUXWKV�WR�
VKDSH�RXU�YLHZ�RI�&KULVW
V�QDWXUH��UDWKHU�WKDQ�GHQ\�RQH�RU�WKH�RWKHU�� 
  
���3UREOHPV�5HODWLQJ�WR�/LWHUDU\�*HQUH  $�SURYHUE�LV�QRW�D�SURPLVH�-�WKRVH�ZKR�DSSURDFK�WKH�ERRN�RI�3URYHUEV�RWKHUZLVH��DUH�
OLNHO\�WR�EH�GLVDSSRLQWHG�ZKHQ�WKH�H[SHFWHG�SURPLVH�LV�QRW�IXOILOOHG�� 
 
1DUUDWLYH�OLWHUDWXUH�UHFRUGV�SHRSOH�WHOOLQJ�OLHV��,W�LV�LQDFFXUDWH�WR�H[WUDSRODWH�WKDW�VLQFH�5DKDE��D�EDE\�EHOLHYHU��WROG�D�OLH�DQG�
*RG�SURWHFWHG�WKH�VSLHV��WKDW�*RG�DSSURYHV�RI�O\LQJ�� 
 
7KDW�WKHUH�DUH�LPSUHFDWRU\�3VDOPV��GRHV�QRW�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�FRQGRQH�DOO�WKH�LOO�ZLOO�ZH�PD\�IHHO�WRZDUG�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�KDV�
ZURQJHG�XV� 
 
���(PEUDFLQJ�$OO�1DUUDWLYH�(YHQWV�DV�1RUPDWLYH���6LQJXODU�SKHQRPHQDO�RFFXUUHQFHV�LQ�6FULSWXUH�DUH�QRW�WR�EH�H[SHFWHG�E\�
WKH�KRL-SRORL��0LUDFOHV�DUH�QRW�WR�EH�H[SHFWHG�FRPPRQO\��7KHUH�DUH�RQO\�D�KXQGUHG�PLUDFOHV�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�HQWLUH�%LEOH�DQG�
WKH\�RFFXUUHG�E\�WKH�KDQGV�RI�RQO\�D�VFRUH�RI�SHRSOH�>SOXV�WKH���@��7R�WKH�WUDLQHG�%LEOH�VWXGHQW�WKH�UHDVRQV�IRU�PRVW�PLUDFOHV�LV�
LPSOLFLW��6RPH�LQGLYLGXDO�FKXUFKHV�WRGD\�FODLP�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�H[SHULHQFHG�PRUH�PLUDFOHV�LQ�WKHLU�FKXUFK�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�WKRXVDQGV�
RI�\HDUV�RI�ELEOLFDO�KLVWRU\��,�GRXEW�LW� 
 
7KH�XVH�RI�³WRQJXHV´�LV�RQO\�UHFRUGHG��[�LQ�6FULSWXUH��EXW�UHEXNHG�LQ�D�ZKROH�FKDSWHU�IRU�LWV�PLVXVH�>,�&RU���@��WKHQ�LW�
GLVDSSHDUHG�IRU�������\HDUV�RI�&KXUFK�KLVWRU\��/XWKHU�KDG�QR�LGHD�RI�LWV�H[LVWHQFH�LQ�KLV�GD\�DIWHU�WKH��VW�FHQWXU\��7KH�SUHVHQW�
SUDFWLFH�RI�³WRQJXHV´�GRHV�QRW�FRQIRUP�WR�WKH�%LEOH�QDUUDWLYH� 
 
���1XPHURORJ\�WR�([FHVV���7KH�VLJQLILFDQFH�RI�*RG¶V�XVH�RI�QXPEHUV�LV�PRRW�SRLQW��:KLOH�WKHUH�LV�D�VLPLODULW\�RI�SXUSRVH�ZLWK�
VHYHUDO�QXPEHUV�D�FRXSOH�GR]HQ�WLPHV�FROOHFWLYHO\�>QRWDEO\����������	���@�VRPH�SUHDFKHUV�SUDFWLFH�D�VODYLVK�DGKHUHQFH�WR�
QXPHULF�UHSHWLWLRQ��,W�LV�LQGLVSXWDEOH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�QXPEHU�LQ�6FULSWXUH�ZKLFK�XVXDOO\�LQGLFDWHV�D�VDPH�VSHFLILF�TXDOLW\�RU�
SUHFHSW�OLNH��FRPSOHWLRQ��SHUIHFWLRQ��JUDFH��PDQ��MXGJPHQW��RU�KROLQHVV� 
 
6L[�LV�DFWXDOO\�WKH�RQO\�QXPEHU�WKDW�KDV�D�VSHFLILF�ELEOLFDO�FRQQHFWLRQ���5HY���������� 
 
7KH�QXPEHU�VHYHQ�����DSSHDUV���[�LQ�7KH�5HYHODWLRQ��6HYHQ�UDUHO\�JLYHV�D�VHQVH�RI�SHUIHFWLRQ�RU��FRPSOHWLRQ��:K\�GR�VRPH�
SHRSOH�VD\�VHYHQ�PHDQV�SHUIHFWLRQ"�RU�FRPSOHWLRQ"�$IWHU�DOO��WKH�ZRUOG�ZDV�³FRPSOHWH´�DIWHU���GD\V��QRW��� 
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���3RLQW-DQG-5HDG���7KH�H[SHFWDWLRQ�WKDW�*RG¶V�SODQ�IRU�WKH�GD\�ZLOO�EH�UHYHDOHG�LI�EHOLHYHUV�MXVW�RSHQ�WKHLU�%LEOHV�DW�UDQGRP�
DQG�UHDG�D�YHUVH��2QH�GD\�,�KRSH�WKH\�ZLOO�RSHQ�WKHLU�%LEOHV�DQG�FODLP�,�&KURQLFOHV�������DV�WKHLU�PDUFKLQJ�RUGHUV�IRU�WKH�GD\��
³$W�3DUEDU�ZHVWZDUG��IRXU�DW�WKH�FDXVHZD\��DQG�WZR�DW�3DUEDU�´ 
 
*RG�ZURWH�D�ERRN��QRW�D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�3RVW-,W�1RWHV�WR�EH�UHDG�ZLWKRXW�FRQWH[W��,�DOVR�KDYH�ZULWWHQ�PDQ\�WKLQJV���:KR�ZRXOG�
WKLQN�LW�SURSHU�WR�RSHQ�VRPHWKLQJ�,¶YH�ZULWWHQ�DQG�SRLQW�WR�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�D�VHQWHQFH�DW�UDQGRP��DQG�GHGXFH�SURSHUO\�ZKDW�,�
PHDQW"�'RQ¶W�GR�LW�ZLWK�*RG¶V�:RUG��HLWKHU� 
 
����7KH�)LUVW�0HQWLRQ�3ULQFLSOH��������,W�KDV�RIWHQ�EHHQ�GHFODUHG�ORXGO\�WKDW�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�D�WRSLF�RU�WKHPH�LV�SUHVHQWHG�LW�LV�
VLJQLILFDQW��7KH�VR-FDOOHG�³ILUVW�PHQWLRQ´�SUHFHSW�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�QR�VLJQLILFDQW�YDOLGLW\�LQ�D�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�:RUG� 
 
,W�LV�DVVXPHG�E\�VRPH�WKDW�WKLV�LV�D�OHJLWLPDWH�SULQFLSOH�RI�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��$�FXUVRU\�VWXG\�RI�WKLV�LGHD�UHYHDOV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�DOPRVW�
QR�DJUHHPHQW�DPRQJ�DGKHUHQWV�DV�WR�ZKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�JOHDQ�IURP�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�DQ�LWHP�RFFXUV��IHHW��EHG��SHUVRQDO�JUHHWLQJV��
IULHQG��QRUWK��VQRZ��VQDLOV��RU�ULYHU� 
 
3OHDVDQWO\��WKH�ILUVW�RFFXUUHQFH�RI�EORRG�VDFULILFH�LV�RQH�ZLWK�ZKLFK�PRVW�%LEOH�WHDFKHUV�ZKROHKHDUWHGO\�DJUHH��WKH�EORRG�
VDFULILFH�LQ�WKH�*DUGHQ�SUH-SLFWXUHV�WKH�VDFULILFLDO�RIIHULQJV�DQG�WKH�EORRG�DWRQHPHQW�E\�&KULVW��2I�FRXUVH�ZH�KHDUWLO\�HQGRUVH�
WKLV�REVHUYDWLRQ��EXW�QRW�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�PHQWLRQHG�ILUVW� 
 
$IWHU�WKDW�LQWURGXFWRU\�RXWLQJ��WKH�HQVXLQJ�OLVW�RI�W\SLFDO�³ILUVW�PHQWLRQ´�WHDFKLQJV�GLVLQWHJUDWHV��IDUPLQJ��VXIIHULQJ��LGRODWU\��
NLQJV��SUD\HU��ODZV��FUHDWLRQ��ODQJXDJH��ILUVWERUQ��WLWKHV��ILUVWIUXLWV��FORWKLQJ��0RVHV��6DWDQ��VKRHV��DG�QDXVHXP��7KH�ILUVW�WLPH�
DQ\�RI�WKHVH�DUH�PHQWLRQHG�GRHV�QRW�LPSUHVV�PH�DV�EHLQJ�VROLGO\�IRXQGDWLRQDO�LQ�VKHGGLQJ�OLJKW�RQ�WKH�WRSLF� 
 
����6HOHFWLYH�([WUDSRODWLRQ 
0DQ\�ZHOO�PHDQLQJ�WHDFKHUV�KDYH�SURSRXQGHG�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�D�ULJKW�WR�XVH�D�ILJXUH�RI�VSHHFK�WR�WKHLU�RZQ�DGYDQWDJH��7R�FODLP�
WKDW�DQ�XQFOHDU�VQLSSHW�RI�D�YHUVH�VXFK�DV��³D�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�LV�DV�D�GD\�´�PHDQV�>E\�H[WUDSRODWLRQ@�WKH�ZRUOG�ZLOO�ODVW�IRU���
WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�DQG�WKHQ�HWHUQLW\�EHJLQV��WKLV�LV�WR�PLVXVH�WKLV�ILJXUH�RI�VSHHFK�� 
 
0DQ\�%LEOH�WHDFKHUV�EHOLHYH�>DV�,�GR@�WKDW�FUHDWLRQ�RFFXUUHG�DERXW�������\HDUV�DJR��:H�DOVR�EHOLHYH�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�������\HDUV�RI�
-HVXV�UHLJQ�RQ�HDUWK��KRZHYHU��ZH�FDQQRW�GHPDQG�WKDW�WKH�5DSWXUH�ZLOO�RFFXU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�QH[W�����\HDUV�RU�HYHQ�������\HDUV� 
 

6LGHEDU��WKH�VDPH�SDVVDJH�>3V�����@�ZKLFK�GHFODUHV�³D�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�LQ�7K\�VLJKW�DUH�DV�D�GD\�������´�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�³�����
>D�WKRXVDQG�\HDUV�LV@�DV�D�ZDWFK�LQ�WKH�QLJKW�´�1R�RQH�LV�SUHDFKLQJ�WKLV�SDUW�RI�WKH�YHUVH� 

 
6HOHFWLYH�PDQLSXODWLRQ�LV�QRW�³ULJKWO\�GLYLGLQJ�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG´�QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�PDQ\�SHRSOH�EHOLHYH�LW� 
 
 

 
 

:KHQ�ZH�IDFH�D�GLIILFXOW�SDVVDJH��ZH�GR�QRW�IOLS�D�FRLQ��FKRRVH�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI�RXU�IDYRULWH�H[SRVLWRU��
RU�WDNH�WKH�PRVW�ORJLFDO�DQG�SUDFWLFDO�H[SODQDWLRQ�ZH�FDQ�WKLQN�RI����� 

 

�����ZH�GLOLJHQWO\��DSSO\�KHUPHQHXWLF�SULQFLSOHV� 
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$33���(��:K\�'R�:H�$OO�0DNH�+HUPHQHXWLFDO�0LVWDNHV" 
�,�UHOXFWDQWO\�LQFOXGH�P\VHOI��KHUH� 

 
,Q�P\�REVHUYDWLRQ��KHUH�DUH�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�KHUPHQHXWLFDO�HUURUV�RI�JRGO\�PHQ�� 
 
#1 We’re human. As small children we believed everything our mothers ever said. She was omniscient, omnipotent, all-seeing, ever wise, 
 and all loving. She dominated our lives for quite a while. How could she be wrong on such a thing as God, theology, ethics, 
 morals, or ___________? Dad came in second at the beginning, but later, for some of us, superseded mom as head theologian 
 forever. 
 
#2  The first outside-the-family theologian was your: 
 (choose one) 
 qPastor     qSunday School teacher 
 qYouth Pastor    qBible college professor 
 qGodly mentor    qradio or TV preacher 
 qOther __________________ 
 
 This person knew so much about God, surpassing even mom in several areas, whew! We began to step into the realm of logic, 
 reason, polemics [good and bad].  We had no resistance to his/her well thought out explanations of anything. We swallowed it as  
 readily as we had bought into mom’s indoctrination. 
 
#3  Moving on, some of us forgot important principles as soon as we sat under the teaching of that next persuasive speaker. He loved the 
Lord, and he was so knowledgeable about the Bible [he must be right]. He was wrong, but he sounded so right. 
 
#4  We began to think on our own. [Most atheists I’ve met clutch to the belief system they’ve endorsed, because they feel they are “able to think for 
themselves” now. Actually, they are ruminating somebody else’s predigested ruminations.] We make the same mistake. We are sophomoric [wise-fools] 
in our conclusions. And we’re so humble about it, but we truly do love the Lord. 
 
There are few intellectuals more foolish than the most knowledgeable sophomore [high school, college, or even grad school—I know, I spent 13 

years as a student in post-secondary education, and another 20 teaching there]. Unfortunately, we held too tightly to our belief system mostly 
because it was “ours.” We developed it. We polished it. And we believed it. Ps-s-st, that doesn’t make it true.  
 
It was the first and best original thinking we had done. We were actually unwilling to admit we were novices in our thinking. We were like the 
16-year old with a two week old driver’s license. We had misplaced confidence in our boxful of knowledge, but didn’t know yet what other 
tools diligent believers had in their boxes. 
 
#5  We collided with those who differed and colluded with those who thought the same as we did. They seemed so wise. It made us feel 
we were just as wise. Mistake! 
 
#6  We were not following pernicious false teachers. The things we held were not dragging our souls into wickedness. We knew we were 
orthodox on much of what we believed. We had been careful with our hermeneutics. But we put too much weight on other’s beliefs which 
did not have half the Scriptural strength of sound teaching.  
 
#7 We cemented our beliefs too early, and were too proud to rethink them. 
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$33���)��7ZR�(UUDQW�6FKRROV�RI�%LEOLFDO�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ 
  
���7KH�$OOHJRULFDO�6FKRROV�RI�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ �6FULSWXUH��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��LV�SUHVXPHG�DV�V\PEROLF�UDWKHU�WKDQ�
IDFWXDO��$XJXVWLQH�>&OHPHQW�RI�$OH[DQGULD��DOVR�2ULJHQ@�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�HYHU\�ELEOLFDO�SDVVDJH�FRQWDLQHG�IRXU�OHYHOV�RI�PHDQLQJ��OLWHUDO��
DOOHJRULFDO��PRUDO��DQG�HVFKDWRORJLFDO��(DFK�OHYHO�EHFRPLQJ�PRUH�³VSLULWXDO�´ 
 

7KH�H[DPSOH�RI�³-HUXVDOHP´�  
 
>$XJXVWLQH¶V�DOOHJRULFDO�SHUFHSWLRQ�@ 
OLWHUDO����-HUXVDOHP� �D�FLW\�LQ�,VUDHO 
DOOHJRULFDO�����-HUXVDOHP� �WKH�&KXUFK�XQLYHUVDO 
PRUDO����-HUXVDOHP� �WKH�KXPDQ�VRXO 
HVFKDWRORJLFDO����-HUXVDOHP� �SRLQWLQJ�WR�KHDYHQO\�-HUXVDOHP�	�HWHUQDO�OLIH 
 
,I�KLV�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�GLIIHUHG��IURP�PDQ\�RWKHU�EHOLHYHUV��ZKR�WKHQ��FRXOG�FODLP�WKH�ULJKW�WR�EH�ULJKW"��(YHU\ERG\" 

  
7KH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�DOOHJRULFDOO\�VHHV�WKH�FDWKROLF�0DVV������ 
������D��LQ�WKH�EUHDG�DQG�ZLQH�RI�0HOFKL]HGHN��� 
������E��LQ�WKH�PDQQD�LQ�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV���� 
������F��DQG�LQ�WKH�RLO�LQ�WKH�GLHW�RI�(OLMDK�� 

$OO�5&�FRPPHQWDWRUV�DUH�ERXQG�WR�DGKHUH�WR�WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�� 
/XWKHU�FDOOHG�WKLV�PHWKRG�RI�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�³D�VFRXUJH�´� 

 
³,I�6FULSWXUH�LV�UHDG�DV�DQ�DOOHJRU\��WKHQ�QR�WZR�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�DJUHH�RQ�PXFK�´��� 
   (OOHQ�.DYDQRXJK 
   
���7KH�/LEHUDO�6FKRROV�RI�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ �/LEHUDO�WKHRORJLDQV�WUHDW�WKH�:RUG�DV�EHLQJ�QR�PRUH�³LQVSLUHG´�WKDQ�6KDNHVSHDUH��
7HQQ\VRQ��%HHWKRYHQ��&KULVWRSKHU�:UHQ��6WHSKHQ�6SLHOEHUJ��RU�0XKDPPDG��2QH¶V�RZQ�LQWHOOHFW�GHWHUPLQHV�WUXWK��2QH�LV�
XQDEOH�WR�EHOLHYH�DQ\WKLQJ�ZLWK�FHUWDLQW\��7UXWK�EHFRPHV�UHODWLYH�DQG�QRW�DEVROXWH� 
 

&RQFOXVLRQ�� 
 
7KHUH�LV�QRW�PXFK�PRUH�WR�VD\��*RG�$OPLJKW\�LV�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�IDOO�LQ�ORYH�ZLWK�+LV�6RQ��WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��+H�LV�
DOVR�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�ORYH�+LV�:RUG� 
 
.HHS�\RXU�KHDUW�SXUH��\RXU�SULGH�XQGHU�WKH�FRQWURO�RI�WKH�6SLULW��\RXU�KHDG�RQ�VWUDLJKW�DQG�EH�GLOLJHQW�LQ�SXUVXLQJ�WUXWK��<RXU�
JRDO�LV�QRW�MXVW�WR�EH�ULJKW�LQ�\RXU�WKHRORJ\��EXW�WR�SOHDVH�+LP� 
 
$PHQ� 
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